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The selection of the listed research institutions of interdisciplinary digitalization research was based 

on the following selection criteria. These were checked on the basis of the self-presentations on the 

institutions' websites. The following two categories are distinguished: 

 

1. Interdisciplinary institutes of digitalization research 

• Comprehensive basic research on the digitalization of society as the central theme of the 

entire institute or center 

• Broad interdisciplinarity: at least three disciplines; or two from different main disciplines or 

departments besides computer science (e.g. law and social sciences) 

• Long-term established (or planned) institutes 

• Visible knowledge transfer activities 

 

2. Research focus: law and ethics 

• Interdisciplinary institutions with a basic research focus on law and ethics as core disciplines 

and at least one other discipline 

• Digitalization and its consequences must be the central theme of the research institution 

• Recognizable as a self-contained institution (i.e., not a project of a department) 

• Institutionalized for the medium to long term 


